
                                                       

                                               

                                                                                                 

                      

                                                                 As soon as Yahshua was immersed,                                                         

                 he went up out of the water. At that   

                       moment heaven was opened, and he   

                        saw the Spirit of Elohim descending   

                     like a dove and lighting on him. And a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 voice from heaven said, "This is my   

                       Son, whom I love; with him I am well   

                       pleased."    Matt 3:16-17 
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 Due to the influence of Greek ideology 

in the modern understanding of scripture, 

there are many who believe that the 

ówalking in the spiritô doctrine or the 

having óof the spiritô doctrine originated 

with the New Testament. Nothing can be 

further from the truth! Today we are 

going to exam and study this issue from 

the eyes of the Hebrew mindset. Let us 

remember that the scriptures originated 

from those that not only spoke Hebrew 

and/or Aramaic but were raised and 

influenced from Hebrew concepts, ideas 

and idiomaligy.  Their culture was and 

remains vastly different than the Greek 

and that is why it is important that when 

we study many of the doctrines that we 

have, that we do it from the eyes of the 

Hebrew. It is commonly known that the 

Hebrew people, who were obviously on 

the scene long before the Israelites, were 

descendents of Shem, one of the sonôs of 

Noah. Shem was the father of Eber and 

of course we see that it was through this 

line that Abraham came to be.  

 

Gen 14:8-14 

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of 

Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king 

of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, 

Zoar) marched out and drew up their 

battle lines in the Valley of Siddim 9 

against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal 

king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar 

and Arioch king of Ellasar--four kings 

against five. 10 Now the Valley of 

Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the 

kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, 

some of the men fell into them and the 

rest fled to the hills. 11 The four kings 

seized all the goods of Sodom and 

Gomorrah and all their food; then they 

went away. 12 They also carried off 

Abram's nephew Lot and his 

possessions, since he was living in 

Sodom. 13 One who had escaped came 

and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. 

Now Abram was living near the great 

trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of 

Eshcol and Aner, all of whom were 

allied with Abram.  

 

So then in looking at Scripture through 

the eyes of those whose culture 

permeates the Scriptures let us 

consider how they would have 

understood what it means to walk in 

the Spirit. 

 
Now there is a notion among many 

people who have created this false 

idea that the Spirit which was given to 

the disciples on the day of Pentecost 

actually did away with much or many 

of the things that we were 

commanded to do. You will hear 

many people say, when discussing 

any particular topic that they donôt 

fully understand, ñwell we now have 

the Holy or Set apart Spirit so we 

donôt have to do that. In conjunction 

with that as I have stated earlier some 

people actually believe that the giving 

or the workings of the Holy Spirit 

originated in what they commonly 

call the New Testament. Both cases of 

course are wrong but we need to let 

the Scriptures show us this.  

 

It is important brethren that whenever 

we come upon something that seems 

new or strange to us that we 

remember that we have to let 

scripture define scripture. Another 

good thing to do whenever we hear 

something new is not to throw it out 

just because it does not measure up to 

what we have been conditioned to 

believe. But instead we should 

investigate it, pray on it and study it. 

Once we have been convicted of it 

however we must and have to walk in 

it or it will be a curse to us. So there 

is hearing, which eventually leads to 

understanding after reviewing by 

praying and studying and then there is 

mandatory obedience or walking in it. 

That which can set us free, the truth, 

can also place us under bondage of 

curses if we fail to obey our Fatherôs 

word after it has been revealed to us.  

 

So let us begin by understanding a 

couple of things about the word 

Spirit: To do that we should define it, 

we can take a look at how it was used 

and then we can examine how it is 
supposed to work in our lives:  

Spirit OT:7307 (used 533 x in OT): 

ruwach (roo'-akh); from OT:7306; 

wind; by resemblance breath, i.e. a 

sensible (or even violent) exhalation; 

figuratively, life, anger, 

unsubstantiality; by extension, a 

region of the sky; by resemblance 

spirit, but only of a rational being 

(including its expression and 

functions): KJV - air, anger, blast, 

breath, X cool, courage, mind, X 

quarter, X side, spirit ([-ual]), 

tempest, X vain, ([whirl-]) wind (-y). 

 

So we see here that the word Spirit 

has several meanings of expressions, 

none of which would identify it as 

being an independent person. Such as 

what some Christians call the Triad, 

or the third person of the Trinity. The 

doctrine of the trinity has itôs roots in 

paganism and it was supported by 

Greek theology which of course 

transferred to Christianity just like 

many other things. Now let us take a 

look at several Scriptures which 

contain the word Spirit #7307, we 

will begin by taking a look at some 

that I think may surprise you:  

  

 Eccl 1:6 6 The wind goeth toward 

the south, and turneth about unto the 

north; it whirleth about continually, 

and the wind returneth again 

according to his circuits. 

 

Gen 3:8 8 And they heard the voice of 

Yahweh Elohim walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day: and 

Adam and his wife hid themselves 

from the presence of Yahweh Elohim 

amongst the trees of the garden. 

 

Hab 2:19 19 Woe unto him that saith 

to the wood, Awake; to the dumb 

stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it 

is laid over with gold and silver, and 

there is no breath at all in the midst 

of it. 

 

Gen 6:17 17 And, behold, I, even I, 

do bring a flood of waters upon the 

earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is 

the breath of life, from under 

heaven; and everything that is in the 

Walking in the Spirit  

(Understanding the true meaning) 
By H. Castillo 
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     Walking in the Spirit  (continued) 

  

earth shall die. 

 

 So we can get a general idea by the above 

Scriptures that the Spirit can refer to the 

wind and it can be referred to the idea of 

breath or breathing, it can also refer to the 

environment or oxygen or whatever 

substance moves about within our 

atmosphere. Neither of these of course 

refers to a person. Let us just learn about 

what the Hebrews understood about the 

spirit in connection to our Father Yahweh.  

Well for one thing, the Hebrews 

understood that the scriptures explain that 

the spirit of Yahweh was in essence his 

breath, you see everything about Yahweh 

is holy or set-apart, Everything!! 

Everything!! Everything!! His breath, his 

thoughts, this may sound funny but I want 

you to understand that I mean everything. 

If Yahweh was to shed his hair like many 

of us do..éeach individual hair would be 

holy in itôs own right and it would have 

itôs own purpose. So get a grasp and 

understand what I am saying, otherwise 

you will miss the message and you will 

not truly know Yahweh.  

 

So it may help us to understand the idea of 

spirit by describing it as óhis holy breathô 

or that force or wind which his words are 

carried by.  If you put your hand in front 

of your mouth and blow into it you will 

feel the wind from your mouth but you 

will not be able to see it.  

 

Now it is important to remember that the 

word spirit can refer to just a basic wind 

or simply a breath. and in a few examples 

it can also refer to what we commonly call 

the soul. Now when it comes to our father 

and the giving of his spirit upon us, the 

Hebrew understanding is that when you 

have the Spirit of Yahweh it is 

manifested, or demonstrated in some 

significant way that elevates his word, his 

name, or his purpose. In other words, 

Yahweh gives us his spirit and it is 

manifested by what we do. Now this 

could manifested in the form of a skill, 

craft, or simply the gaining of wisdom:  

 

Ex 28:3 3 And thou shalt speak unto all 

that are wise hearted, whom I have filled 

with the spirit  of wisdom, that they may 

make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, 

that he may minister unto me in the 

priest's office. 

 

Ex 31:2-5 2 See, I have called by 

name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son 

of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3 And I 

have filled him with the spirit  of 

Elohim, in wisdom, and in 

understanding, and in knowledge, 

and in all manner of workmanship, 4 

To devise cunning works, to work in 

gold, and in silver, and in brass, 5 

And in cutting of stones, to set them, 

and in carving of timber, to work in 

all manner of workmanship. 

 

Now as we have already stated, some 

people believe that the Spirit of 

Yahweh had not been given to men 

until the New Testament. And they 

believe that this spirit caused our 

Fatherôs words to be done away with. 

Now let us look at several examples 

given us in the OT where we can see 

that this is not true: 

 

Notice what Pharaoh said in 

reference to Joseph while he was in 

Egypt:  

 

Gen 41:38 38 And Pharaoh said unto 

his servants, Can we find such a one 

as this is, a man in whom the Spirit 

of Elohim is? 

 

Num 11:29 29 And Moses said unto 

him, Enviest thou for my sake? 

would Elohim that all Yahweh's 

people were prophets, and that 

Yahweh would put his spirit upon 

them! 

 

Alright so let us move forward a 

couple thousands of years later to the 

time of the Messiah. Did the Messiah 

actually believe that the Spirit was 

another person? No of course not, he 

believed what Moses knew and also 

believed. But did Yahshua believe 

that the spirit of Yahweh, that is the 

breath of Yahweh actually came to 

do away with his own words? Of 

course not!  

 

We do have many examples in the 

NT where we are told that the spirit 

was given to those who followed 

Yahshua and to those who believed 

in the Father. But I want  you to 

understand that the giving of the 

Spirit to the people is nothing new  

 and not isolated to the NT. But what 

does it mean for us today. What are 

we to do when we receive the spirit of 

Yahweh? Well we saw that during 

Mosesô time and afterwards Yahweh 

gave men his spirit so that they could 

devote their lives to serving him!  

 

Yahshua and Moses have many things 

in common and just as the spirit of 

Yahweh had been given to men during 

Moses time, the same thing occurred 

in Yahshuaôs time. So when we are 

giving of his Spirit, we are to dedicate 

our talent or skill to worship and to 

further his cause not ours. In essence 

we become builders of his tabernacle 

the body of Messiah here on earth. We 

become examples of holiness, 

righteousness and obedience.  

 

Now think for a minute about the fact 

that I said that everything about 

Yahweh is Holy! His presence is also 

Holy, in fact when Yahweh is present 

even the ground in the area is holy:  

 

Ex 3:5-6 "Do not come any closer," 

Elohim said. "Take off your sandals, 

for the place where you are standing is 

holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am 

the Elohim of your father, the Elohim 

of Abraham, the Elohim of Isaac and 

the Elohim of Jacob." At this, Moses 

hid his face, because he was afraid to 

look at Elohim.  

 

So when Yahweh places his Spirit on 

us, that is his breath, we also are to be 

holy, in fact Yahweh commands us to 

be set-apart just as he is because he 

puts his breath upon us.   

 

Lev 19:1-2 19:1 Yahweh said to 

Moses, 2 "Speak to the entire 

assembly of Israel and say to them: 

'Be holy because I, Yahweh your 

Elohim, am holy.  

 

Just like we read that the spirit was 

manifested in people in skills, crafts 

and knowledge etc. We too must also 

demonstrate, meaning that the spirit 

must be manifested, seen by others in 

our actions.   When Yahweh places his 

breath upon us, than we transitively 

become Qodesh or holy, and therefore 

our actions towards others and 

ourselves must in the order of being  
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 Walking In The Spirit  (Continued) 

  
 set-apart; Yahweh  does not place 

his spirit upon the disobedient but 

only upon those who obey his word. 

Now some people think that the 

giving of the spirit originated with 

Yahshua, now we know that the 

giving of the spirit to the people thru 

Yahshua was a very important event, 

but it was not the first time:  

 

Zech 7:11-12 11 "But they refused to 

pay attention; stubbornly they turned 

their backs and stopped up their ears. 

12 They made their hearts as hard as 

flint and would not listen to the law 

or to the words that Yahweh 

Almighty had sent by his Spirit 

through the earlier prophets. So 

Yahweh Almighty was very angry.  

There are several things that we can 

decipher from these scriptures, first 

Yahweh had sent his word by his 

breath through the prophets, second 

the people refused to listen and third 

Yahweh was very angry.  

So it is easy to discern from these 

scriptures that obedience to 

Yahwehôs word, no matter in what 

form it comes to us is mandatory.  

 

Rom 6:16 16 Don't you know that 

when you offer yourselves to 

someone to obey him as slaves, you 

are slaves to the one whom you 

obey-whether you are slaves to sin, 

which leads to death, or to 

obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 

 

Deut 6 explains how righteousness is 

fulfilled:  

 

Deut 6:24-25  25 And if we are 

careful to obey all this law before 

Yahweh our Elohim, as he has 

commanded us, that will be our 

righteousness."  

 

So what I am saying then brethren is 

that the scriptures testify that you 

cannot receive the Spirit or breath of 

Yahweh unless you are obedient to 

his word. Once he has given you this 

skill you are required to use it to 

further his glory; that is to build the 

tabernacle. Now being manifested 

in the body of Messiah. 

 In essence we are to further the 

gospel of Yahshua and exclaim 

the kingdom of Yahweh. We are 

to teach his word, his purpose, his 

commandments and at the very 

least we ourselves must in 

obedience to his word without 

excuses.  

 

Earlier in the Old Testament we 

read examples where Yahweh 

gave his spirit indiscriminately to 

different people but of course 

there was always a purpose 

and/or reason. We find the same 

scenario unfold in the NT, let us 

review some of the people that 

Yahweh put his breath upon:  

Mariam (Matt 1:18), Elizabeth 

(Johns the Baptistôs mother) 

[Luke 1:41]; Zechariah (his 

father) [Luke 1:67].  

 

Let us take a breath for a minute 

and understand something about 

that we can decipher about the 

Spirit or breath of Yahweh and 

how he distributes it. Now first of 

all, people make a mistake when 

they think that the spirit or breath 

comes as a whole unit. Meaning 

that they identify the spirit as 

being a single unit or measure; 

but think about the fact that we 

ourselves take millions of breaths 

in a lifetime. How many breaths 

do most people take in one hour?    

Well most people take an average 

of 12 to 18 breaths per minute.  

So if you do the math then you 

will have about 720 breaths per 

hour. The point I want to make 

about this is that Yahwehôs 

breath or spirit cannot be looked 

upon as one measure or one 

whole unit but a series of 

individual measures or units. 

How many I donôt know but 

definitely not one individual or 

single breath; the other thing is 

that his breaths, or spirit have 

their own individual purpose or 

intent, meaning that by one, you 

can prophesy, you may speak in a 

language that is not your own, 

you may be able to speak 

wonderful, truthful messages,  

perhaps you will have the skill of 

cooking and actually make the food 

taste good, you may be a song writer, 

you may be a good and dedicated 

husband father, mother,  wife. The 

point is that to whomever he gives of 

his spirit, he does for the purpose of 

advancing his truth and supporting his 

People. It also seems that there are 

different measures of the spirit or 

breath, some receive a lot and they can 

heal the sick, raise the dead and walk 

on water, others receive less, so they 

can do lesser things; but all things no 

matter how great or small are just as 

important because they all come from 

him.  

 

So when it comes to Yahshua we find 

that the same is consistent, except for 

that through Yahshua the spirit is 

manifested in greater measure,  for not 

only was the spirit also placed on 

Yahshua: 

 

Matt 3:16-4:1 16 As soon as Yahshua 

was baptized, he went up out of the 

water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of 

Elohim descending like a dove and 

lighting on him. 17 And a voice from 

heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I 

love; with him I am well pleased."  

 

But unlike anyone else alive, Yahshua 

would also hold the power to manifest 

his Fatherôs breath upon all those that 

would come through him:  

 

Matt 3:11-12 11 "I baptize you with 

water for repentance. But after me will 

come one who is more powerful than I, 

whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is 

in his hand, and he will clear his 

threshing floor, gathering his wheat 

into the barn and burning up the chaff 

with unquenchable fire."  

 

That very spirit that is given through 

Yahshuaôs baptism is special because it 

would have Yahshuaôs very essence. I 

suppose you can think of it as a good 

contamination. Mean that when 

Yahshua received his Fatherôs spirit or 

set-apart breath at his baptism, would  
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 Walking In The Spirit  (Continued) 

  

In addition to the mountain we have the 

fact that the people could not approach the 

holy of holies. So just as Yahshua is holy 

and set-apart so the people that are 

baptized in his name are also holy as they 

receive a measure of the same spirit that 

was given to Yahshua. We can see an 

example of that in the OT:  

 

Num 11:16-17 16 Yahweh said to Moses: 

"Bring me seventy of Israel's elders who 

are known to you as leaders and officials 

among the people. Have them come to the 

Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there 

with you. 17 I will come down and speak 

with you there, and I will take of the Spirit 

that is on you and put the Spirit on them. 

They will help you carry the burden of the 

people so that you will not have to carry it 

alone. So when we take on, thru baptism, 

the measure of the spirit that is tainted or 

blessed by Yahshuaôs righteousness, we 

take upon us a mark, this is a mark that 

everyone must have before they can enter 

the Kingdom of Yahweh.   This birth in 

the spirit is the catalyst that we are given 

so that we can transfer our hearts and 

minds from the flesh to the spirit:   

 

John 3:5-8 5 Yahshua answered, "I tell you 

the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of 

Elohim unless he is born of water and the 

Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 

Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should 

not be surprised at my saying, 'You must 

be born again.' 8 The wind blows wherever 

it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 

cannot tell where it comes from or where it 

is going. So it is with everyone born of the 

Spirit." In John 4, Yahshua makes a 

reference to the fact that the true 

worshippers must worship Yahweh in the 

spirit, meaning that they use the skills that 

are given to them by Yahweh through 

Yahshua. Since Yahweh is defined as 

spirit, when we take on the form of the 

spirit it is as if we are bonded to him in 

faith and likeness and we thereby take on 

his blessings.    

 

John 4:23-24 

23 Yet a time is coming and has now come 

when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for they are the 

kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 

Elohim is spirit, and his worshipers must 

worship in spirit and in truth."  

It should be clear that we 

understand that one does not 

receive the spirit so they can 

disobey the very one who gave 

them of his spirit. Also once you 

have received the spirit you are 

responsible for living in it, you 

must become  a new creature in 

fulfilling obedience and thereby 

righteousness.  It is possible to 

quench the spirit, meaning to lose 

it once you have received it. To 

receive the Spirit is a wonderful 

blessing and one that we must 

cherish and one that we must 

demonstrate in our daily lives.  

                                              
Halleluyah!  

 

Spiritual 

Examination  
(How and Why We Should Do It)  

 

Why do we examine the things that we 

purchase?   We do not want others to 

take advantage of us; we don't want to 

be cheated!  

  

Why should we take a spiritual 

examination of ourselves?  Because it 

is possible for a person to think they 

are alright spiritually, and in reality 

they are not alright. A person can be 

deceived.  

   

Why would people want to avoid a 

spiritual examination? Spiritual 

examinations can be stressful. That's 

why people don't like to talk or think 

about their spiritual condition. Some 

people do not want to face the music.  

   

What are the benefits to performing a 

Spiritual examination? It can help us 

realize that maybe our walk, the things 

we put in front of us, the things we 

participate in and the things that come 

out of our mouths may be 

inappropriate and not in line with 

Scripture.    

 

In this article we will learn about two 

kinds of examinations; one is when the 

Father examines us and the second one 

is when we examine ourselves.      

 

 The Father examines and tries us:  

   

4 Yahweh is in his holy temple; 

Yahweh is on his heavenly throne. He 

observes the sons of men; his eyes 

examine them. 5 Yahweh examines the 

righteous, but the wicked and those 

who love violence his soul hates. 6 On 

the wicked he will rain fiery coals and 

burning sulfur; a scorching wind will 

be their lot. 7 For Yahweh is righteous, 

he loves justice; upright men will see 

his face. Ps 11:4-7  

 

 

WHERE TO FIND US:  

  

Shalom Assembly of 

Yahweh 

P.O. Box 158 

Sterling, IL 61081 

(815) 718-1323 

  
E-mail: 

Shalom@forhisname.com. 

Web:  

www.forhisname.com  

or 

www.shalomassemblyofyahweh.org  
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     Spiritual Examination  (continued)  

  
2 Test me, O YAHWEH, and try me, 

examine my heart and my mind; Ps 26:2  

   

10 "I Yahweh, search the heart and 

examine the mind, to reward a man 

according to his conduct, according to 

what his deeds deserve." Jer 17:10  

   

Search OT 2713 (used 27xôs) chaqar 

(khaw-kar'); a primitive root; properly, to 

penetrate; hence, to examine intimately: 

KJV - find out, (make) search (out), seek 

(out), sound, try.  

     

Examine OT:974 (used 29 xôs) bachan 

(baw-khan'); a primitive root; to test 

(especially metals); generally and 

figuratively, to investigate: KJV - 

examine, prove, tempt, try (trial).  

   

The Hebrew idea of when Yahweh 

examines us: not surface or superficial 

but deep soul searching; we can fool 

ourselves and others but it is impossible to 

fool Yahweh!  

   

It is important to understand that Yahweh 

does not force us to change: He 

commands it through his words; his words 

are like refined fire that makes us pure!  

3 Though you probe my heart and 

examine me at night, though you test me, 

you will find nothing; I have resolved that 

my mouth will not sin. Ps 17:3  

   

OT:6884 (used 33 xôs) tsaraph (tsaw-

raf') ; a primitive root; to fuse (metal), i.e. 

refine (literally or figuratively): KJV - 

cast, (re-) fine (-er), founder, goldsmith, 

melt, pure, purge away, try.  

   

Examining or punishing how can we tell 

the difference? The fact is that we 

sometimes canôt tell the difference to 

when our Father is examining refining us, 

or punishing us. But we are given some  

clues as to whether he is with us or against 

us.  

   

6 Observe the commands of YHWH your 

Elohim, walking in his ways and revering 

him. Deut 8:6-7  

   

One of the clues as to whether or not we 

are being punished or being examined for 

our own good can be based on the 

principle of obedience. Are we being 

obedient to his every word, or are we 

being neglectful to it? Do we keep the  
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US: 

  

Shalom Assembly of 

Yahweh 

P.O. Box 158 

Sterling, IL 61081 

(815) 718-1323 

  
E-mail: 

Shalom@forhisname.co

m. 

Web: www.forhisname.com   

  

  

 

 

Join us   
for  

Feast of 
Trumpets 

2009 

 
Tentatively 

scheduled for  
September 

21st 
2009  

 
For more  

information 
call  

 
   815-718-1323 

or visit our 
website! 

.forhisname.com 
Or 

Shalomassemblyofyahweh.org 
 

  

 

 brethren or do we work towards respect 

and unity? Do we pray for those who 

persecute us or do we wish them ill? Do 

we rejoice for others when they excel 

before us or are we jealous of them? Do 

we seek a spiritual walk or do we rejoice 

with material goods?  Do we tithe to 

Yahweh or do we steal from him? Those 

are the questions that we must ask 

ourselves with regards to whether or not 

we are being punished or being examined.  

   

The example of Job:  

   

When we study the book of Job we realize 

that essentially the book is about self 

examination. Job asks the question, what 

did I do to deserve such punishment? 

After an analysis and a discussion with his 

friends he acknowledges that he has done 

nothing wrong! Thus his faith never 

waivered and he remained loyal to 

Yahweh and so Yahweh blessed him. The 

fact of course is that Yahweh was blessing 

him the whole time; when we are 

examined by Yahweh we are in effect 

being blessed by him.    

   

Examining ourselves: Not the easiest 

thing to do!  

   

40 Let us examine our ways and test them, 

and let us return to Yahweh. 41 Let us lift 

up our hearts and our hands to Elohim in 

heaven.. Lam 3:40-41  

   

Examining ourselves is one of those 

necessary things that we must do but it 

can also be very hard to do. Many people 

have a hard enough time when others tell 

them that what they are doing is wrong! 

How many of us men have been perhaps 

watching something on television and 

perhaps our wives walk in and 

immediately began to ridicule it as 

inappropriate? Perhaps we agree with 

them, perhaps we donôt, but either way we 

donôt like to be told what to do. Maybe 

you hang out with people who like to 

drink and sometimes you yourself drink 

too much to the point of getting drunk; 

definitely not the smartest thing to do 

when we are supposed to be walking in 

the Spirit. Bit we donôt like to be told 

what to do, do we?  

 

Spiritual examination can be a hard 

process but is mandatory and it is an 

obligation for all of us who want to be 

http://www.forhisname.com/
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   Spiritual Examination  (continued)          

  

 12 For it is shameful even to 

mention what the disobedient 

do in secret. 13 But 

everything exposed by the 

light  becomes visible, 14 for 

it is light that makes 

everything visible. This is 

why it is said:  "Wake up, O 

sleeper, rise from the dead, 

and Messiah will shine on 

you." 15 Be very careful, 

then, how you live-not as 

unwise but as wise, 16 

making the most of every 

opportunity,  because the days 

are evil. 17 Therefore do not 

be foolish, but   understand 

what Yahwehôs will is. 18 Do 

not get drunk on wine, which  

leads to debauchery. Instead, 

be filled with the Spirit. 19 

Speak to one another with 

psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs. Sing and make music  

in your heart to Yahweh, 20 

always giving thanks to 

Elohim the Father for 

everything, in the name of our 

Savior Yahshua the Messiah. 

21  Submit to one another out 

of reverence for Yahshua.      

                                                            
           

                      Praise Yahweh!  
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 2 Cor 13:5-14 5 Examine yourselves 

to see whether you are in the faith; 

test yourselves. Do you not realize 

that  Yahshua is in you-unless, of 

course, you fail the test? 6 And I 

trust that you will discover that we 

have not failed the test. 7 Now we 

pray to Elohim that you will not do 

anything wrong. Not that people will 

see that we have stood the test but 

that you will do what is right even 

though we may seem to have failed. 

8 For we  cannot do anything against 

the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We 

are glad whenever we are weak but 

you are strong; and our prayer is for  

your perfection. 10 This is why I 

write these things when I am absent, 

that when I come I may not have to 

be harsh in my use of authority-the 

authority Yahweh gave me for 

building you up, not for tearing you 

down. 11 Finally, brothers, éAim 

for perfection, listen to my appeal, be 

of one mind, live in peace. And the 

Elohim of love and peace will be 

with you. 12 Greet one another with 

a holy kiss. 13 All the saints send  

their greetings. 14 May the grace of 

Yahshua Messiah, and the love of 

Elohim, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

  

A good meter to self examination is 

by checking our conscience; this is 

that little voice that we all have, that 

on many occasions will tell us that  

we are doing something wrong. For 

example when we are sitting in front 

of the computer and we purposely or 

intently look at unwholesome 

pictures;  or perhaps we covet 

someone elseôs wife, husband or 

property. Or perhaps when we are 

talking to someone about somebody 

else in a disdainful way and our little 

voice tells us that we ought not to be 

doing it. Or maybe we knowingly lie 

so that we can do something wrong!  

   

When we examine ourselves we are 

essentially checking the condition of 

our hearts! We have to take stock of 

everything in our lives both 

internally and externally! If we fail to 

examine ourselves the consequences 

can be severe. We are therefore  

 exhorted to examine ourselves before we partake of 

the emblems because the penalty will be severe:  

 

1 Cor 11:27-32  27 Therefore, whoever eats the 

bread or drinks Yahshuaôs cup in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of sinning against his body and 

blood. 28 A man ought to examine himself before he 

eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29 For 

anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the 

body of Yahshua and drinks judgment on himself. 30 

That is why many among you are weak and sick, and 

a number of you have fallen  asleep. 31 But if we 

judged ourselves, we would not come under 

judgment. 32 When we are judged by Yahweh, we 

are being disciplined  so that we will not be 

condemned with the world.  

 

The meaning for the above word recognize gives the 

idea of discriminating or to separate thoroughly. 

Meaning that when we examine ourselves and we 

find sin in our lives, we immediately separate 

ourselves from that sin and we cling to the salvation 

that Yahshua brought through his sacrifice. If we 

continue to walk in sin and then if we partake of his 

body through the emblems, they essentially become 

a judgment (a curse) to us.  

 

Our Heavenly Father does not play games. He is 

very serious about those who will be in the 

Kingdom! He will separate the goats from the sheep. 

Thus He will not settle for sin, he will destroy sin 

and all who walk in it!  

 

Eph 5:3-7 3 But among you there must not be even a 

hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, 

or of greed, because these are improper  for Elohim's 

holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish 

talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but 

rather thanksgiving. 5  For of this you can be sure: 

No immoral, impure or greedy person-such a man is 

an idolater-has any inheritance in the kingdom of  

Yahshua and of Yahweh.  6 Let no one deceive you 

with empty words, for because of such things 

Elohimôs wrath comes on those who  are disobedient. 

7 Therefore do not be partners with them.  

 The fact is that there are no secrets before Yahweh. 

We can come to the assembly or walk amongst our 

family and friends and act righteous and we will fool 

one another but Yahweh will not be fooled or 

mocked.  

Eph 5:8-21 8 For you were once darkness, but now 

you are light in Yahweh. Live as children of light 9 

(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases 

Yahweh. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless 

deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  

http://www.forhisname.com/
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          A LETTER FROM BROTHER TONY SUCKLA 

                                             Ten Years in India   

                                                                                 May 10, 2009 

 

Shalom bro. and sis. in Mashiach, This is Tony B. Suckla writing  

 from India where I have spent the last ten years. In Mt. 28:18-20  

 Yahshua Mashiach commanded us to go and teach all nations and 

  immerse them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and Holy Spirit.   

 I first came to India 12 years ago in 1997 then I came back again in 1999  

 and except for a one month journey to Nepal I have been here since 1999.   

 I last wrote Aug. 1, 2008.  So I will give an account of what has 

  happened since then. Festivals I kept Sukkot/Tabernacles of 2008 with  

 Pas. K. Moses in a village called Manchili.  There were about 130 people  

 that attended through out the festival time with about 40 to 50 on any  

 given day.  Together with donations collected from the local Assembly  

 members and help from Mosesô son, John Babu, they built a beautiful 

  prayer hall there of about 40ft x 25ft.  A few other pastors attended   

 such as N. Mani Kumar, D. Karunakar I had planned on keeping the             Sabbath keeping Pentecostal Pastor with Tony  

 Pesach/Matzohs 2009 festival with another brother near me, named M. Madhu Babu, in a rented marriage hall in his area that 

would comfortably hold about 300 people, but before the festival we discovered that between the two of us that there would be 

about 400 people attending and the marriage hall would not be big enough.  Madhu Babu agreed it was best for each of us to 

hold the feast in our own areas.  So I and other pastors, M. Hariem, D. Karunakar, G. Samson, V. Abino, B. Prabhu Dass, and K. 

John Suresh kept the festival joyfully at the school site in my local area of Kambotlapalem. About 200 people attended the 

opening night for partaking of Yahshuaôs Memorial supper.  We had a blessed time during the festival with many brethren from  

many areas attending throughout the nine days.  That night of the memorial Supper service five young men decided to take 

circumcision, a doctor from another town performed the operation in the room I rent as they laid down on a wooden school 

bench.  The doctor charged $15.00 to do each man. During the festival time nine people took water immersion in Yahshua 

Mashiachôs Name. In the last three months before the festival we had several things stolen from the school and also some 

amounts of money, then during the festival time one elder had his cell phone stolen. So I made an offer of 1000Rupee reward 

($50) to anyone who could tell us who took the cell and finally a young lady at the feast overheard two of our school children 

talking about the thefts and she informed us and we have now through diligent inquisition discovered who has stolen all our 

items in the last few months.  The cell and other items were recovered, and the parents of the children are in the process of 

paying back for the money their children stole. A.Y. English Medium School this year we had about 180+ children that entered 

our school from classesô nursery through seventh grade.  Here, in my state of India, the government schools are open on the 

Sabbath day and they are only in the Telugu medium language.  Plus many times the government schools will have too many 

students and classes per teacher to give proper education.  Because of this many people seek out private schools if they want 

their children to have a proper English based education. About two years ago we purchased about half and acre of land in  my 

area for the purpose of constructing a school, we are in the process now of constructing a fifteen room school building.  At 

present five rooms are just about complete and within a few weeks the concrete slab roof should be completed on the other ten 

rooms.  I do not have the money to put up the walls so we will put up dividers for the next year. For bringing the children to 

school we have one mini bus, one three wheeler auto and a 100cc scooter.  But next year many more children want to enter and 

we will need to purchase another bus to accommodate them.  I noticed that the meals the children were bringing to school with 

them were highly insufficient, usually white rice and some spicy, salty, oily curry.  So I started an afternoon lunch program were 

we serve a nutritious meal each day of brown rice, lentil and vegetable curry, and a raw fruit or vegetable, then once per week I 

will give them an egg and a whole wheat tortilla.  I recently read in the newspaper that 51% of Indian children are stunted in 

their growth because of lack of proper nutrition. At present our school staff includes 10 teachers, two drivers, three cooks and 

cleaning ladies, and one overseer.  To pay for the staff, food, and transportation I charge a fee from the students of about one 

third of what it is costing to pay the expenses. At present the amount that I receive in donations from abroad is not sufficient to 

make up the rest of the expenses and so for most of this year I had to use the amount I had brought with me from the US of my 

personal funds to help meet the expenses.  I had brought with me about $6400.00 of my own personal funds from the US that I 

obtained from the sale of my mobile home and car, and now have about $3000.00 remaining. Next year, unless I get extra 

sponsorship from abroad, I will have to raise the fees the children pay in order to meet expenses.  But if I raise the fees then the 

common poorer children, orphans, poor assembly memberôs children will drop out as they will not be able to afford the higher 

rates.  Our school has a good name and so I feel we could raise fees to meet the expenses that we are having and we would really 

not need much sponsorship from abroad to meet our monthly expenses but then mainly only the upper class children would be 

able to afford to come, and I desire to make our school affordable for the common man in my village also.  In my village the 

average wage per day is about three dollars for a man and one and a half for a lady. It cost an average of about 11 dollars per 
student per month to pay for their transportation, food and school fees, after we deduct the childrenôs school fees of about three 

dollars I still have to pay 7 or 8 dollars per student.  If any are able to sponsor at least seven dollars per month per child we will 

be able to continue to educate the children at the low fees.  This program is not a ñhand outò to the poor but a ñhand upò as they  
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 are paying some amount and it is 

educating them so that they will be 

more productive in the future.  In 

addition to giving a quality education, 

by Indian standards, I also have the 

children recite the Ten 

Commandments each morning, sing 

various Biblical songs, they also say 

Yahshuaôs prayer each day and the 

majority of them come for Sabbath 

worship each week.  I have told the 

students and the staff that they are not 

required by me to come for Sabbath 

worship but that the Almighty wants 

them to come and most freely come of 
their own accord.  In my area it is hard 

to find English speaking Christian 

teachers.  But I have only hired 

Christians or Yahweh worshippers for 

the teachers.  Being that about 90% of 

the people in my area are Hindu, 

Christian English speakers can only be 

found outside of my village.  When 

we hire a teacher from outside we 

have to find  a place for them to stay 

and make sure they can adjust to the 

environment here.  Most educated 

English speaking Indians from larger 

cities are not willing to come to a 

small village and teach.  So it is a 

challenge to find proper English 

speaking teachers.   This month on 

May 24 my visa expires and I have to 

return to the US.  But another brother 

from Pennsylvania, named Alex Jay, 

will be coming and overseeing the 

school in my absence.  Alex is a father 

of eight children with three still living 

at home and I have made plans for 

him to look after the financial aspect 

of the school and other works, he will 

be a great blessing in the physical 

aspect of running the school.  I have 

already purchased my ticket to return 

to India on Oct. 18 after the festival of 

Sukkot 2009.  

Any donations that anyone sends for 

Pastor helps, poor helps or school 

helps can still be sent to the same 

addresses as now and the money will 

make its way to India as it always 

has.  Each month I send pastors helps 

to many pastors in my state and 

beyond and beyond my state, and 

many poor Assembly members and 

widows are helped on a monthly 

basis.  Every month I make up a 

Treasurer Report on all financial 

transactions and the Treasurer Report 

 is sent to any donor upon request.  I have 

a website at:   

 

http://geocities.com/ftwm_1999/main  this 

site has our school newsletters and many 

other articles and pictures of the work I am 

involved with here in India.  While I am in 

the US I can be reached at my mothers 

address below.  Donations for the school 

or pastors can be sent to one of the 

addresses below.  Please specify when 

sending how you would like your donation 

used. 

 
Tony B. Suckla or Finish the Work Ministry 

C/o Charlotte Lanier (my mother) 

1409 Milner Rd. 

Irving, Texas 75061 

Tele ï (972) 438-5829  

Email ï charlotte.lanier@juno.com 

 

Or 

 

The San Antonio Congregation of Yahweh 

c/o Jessie and Marilyn Vicknair 

7945 Green Valley Rd. 

Marion, Texas 78124  

 

or 

 

Agape Fellowship International, (501c3 

organization)  

 c/o Jason & Amy Pletz 

P.O. Box 95 

 Bernville, Penn. 19506 

(610) 488-8342 

 pletzjak@comcast.net 

 

Note from editor: 

Brethren, the work that Tony is doing is 

very important to our Heavenly Father 

and thus it should be important to us. 

Please give as you are able and remember 

that our reward is not from this world but 

it comes to us from Heaven!   
 

Ps 37:26 

26 They are always generous and lend freely; 

their children will be blessed.  

 

Matt 10:8-10 

8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 

who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely 

you have received, freely give. 

 

Matt 19:21 

21 Yahshua answered, "If you want to be 

perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 

Then come, follow me."  

 

INTERESTING FACTS 

ABOUT THE BIBLE   
  

Total Chapters in the Bibleé.1189  
Chapters in the OTééééé929  
Chapters in the NTééééé260  
Longest Chapteréé.Psalms 119  
Shortest Chapteréé.Psalms 117  
Centre ChapteréééPsalms 118  
Chapters before Psalm 118é.594   
Chapters after Psalm 118éé.594.  
 
Add the Chapters up:  
  594 + 594 = 1188 + 1  = 1189 
 
Centre Verse -- Psalms 118:8.  
 
Psalm 118:8 ï  
ñIt is better to trust in YHWH than 

to put confidence in man.ò 
 

 

Condolences 

 

Our Most Sincere Condolences 

to the family of brother 

David McCoy 

who fell asleep in Messiah on 

the 16
th
 day of the 4

th
 Month. 

Brother David was 49 years old. 

he was married to the love of 

his life, Sherry, and he was 

blessed with two daughters, 

Jade (24), Jordan (16) and a 

four year old grandson, Zaden 

Barrett. 

 

Please keep Davidôs family in 

your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

http://geocities.com/ftwm_1999/main�
mailto:charlotte.lanier@juno.com
mailto:pletzjak@comcast.net
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DEVELOPING MORALS AND VALUES CONSISTENT WITH SCRIPTURE  

                                                         
 Each of us is motivated to move our 

lives in certain directions. That 

motivation is determined by the 

values we subscribe to. Our values 

are thus the formations and ideations 

of thought, the distinct formulations 

of understanding that express what 

we perceive to be important truths 

about life. These ideals are then 

reinforced by our emotions and 

feelings, which turn those mental 

perception into a vital passion that 

we hope to realize in our lives. 

Whether we actually make the effort 

to implement them is another matter. 

Without values or beliefs, we would 

be mechanical-like beings, driven 

here and there by the vicissitudes of 

life. Without values, we would be 

creature-like, compelled to action 

solely by our urges and passions. In 

this inhuman existence, there would 

be little consideration for truths we 

hold dear, let alone implement them 

to ennoble and enrich our lives. In 

this reality devoid of values, we 

would live unconscious lives, without 

meaning or purpose. On the other 

hand, when we take to values, we live 

a purposeful and dynamic existence -

- i.e. we become truly human. 

This being the case, what are the 

truths of life, i.e. the personal values 

that you believe in? What are the 

cherished ideals and beliefs that have 

shaped your life; that are motivating 

and driving your life today? Values 

are, in fact powerful drivers of how 

we think and behave. 

For the most part values can be 

defined as Beliefs of a person or 

social group in which they have an 

emotional investment (either for or 

against something); those values are 

then manifested in peopleôs actions. 

If you have been raised to respect 

your elders that would be described 

as a moral value. If you believe that it 

is important to respect women no 

matter who they are, that is also a 

moral value. It is no secret that the 

traditional or moral values which 

people had 30 years ago has changed.  

Some of the things that you see on 

television you would not have seen 15, 

20, even 30 years ago.  

Many of the public schools which our 

children are attending today have 

become a cesspool for sin because the 

values that the kids have today are 

inline with what they see on television. 

In many cases teachers have lost the 

authority to discipline these kids and 

so many of the children have 

absolutely no restraint. It is not 

farfetched to say that in many of our 

anti-social school establishments, 

meaning public schools, they have 

taken out prayer, the bible and they 

have injected homosexuality and other 

behavior which the Bible describes as 

sin. In essence they have taught our 

children to look at immoral behavior 

and to consider it the new morality, the 

new way of life. If you donôt agree 

with me on this, consider the fact that 

most people in the US who are around 

30 years of age, now believe that 

homosexuality is an acceptable 

behavior. This didnôt happen overnight 

and I assure you that the public schools 

had a large part in establishing this 

value in these people. That is why 

today we now have several states, 

anywhere from 5 to 6 that have 

adopted same sex marriage as an 

acceptable institution within the family 

structure.  

Well these kinds of things come as no 

surprise for the believers because after 

all it this was   prophesied a long time 

ago. The world is going to get worse, 

That is a fact! But what about us how 

can we make sure that our values, 

beliefs and morals are consistent with 

the Scriptures? 

Well for one thing, we must make sure 

that we understand the morality that 

Scriptures teach, we must teach it to 

our children and most importantly we 

must live in it.  

The Torah that is the word of our 

heavenly Father, which comes to us 

through his commandments, precepts, 

statuettes and judgments are still 

relevant today and we can use it to  

guide our lives and to teach our 

children.  

Everyone alive has to make a choice, 

do we follow the world and succumb to 

all its temporary pleasures or do we 

follow Yahweh and walk on that 

narrow  road? That road that requires 

us to give our lives over to him, that 

requires us to walk different than the 

world, to talk different than the world?  

The Torah is an instruction manual for 

life, it is a guide of how to have good 

relationships with others and to be 

moral and kind people. The Torah's 

commandments are the means through 

which we can apply these values to our 

lives and thereby create a strong and 

faithful society dedicated to serving our 

Heavenly Father Yahweh and Yahshua 

the Messiah.  

One of the commandments that we 

have regarding the Torah is that we are 

to put in our hearts, minds, and that we 

are to act upon it by placing it on our 

hand. With regard to children, we are 

commanded to teach it to our children 

at all times and under any situation.  

That means brethren that we are also to 

teach our children and to understand 

danger, to discern problems and to 

overcome any obstacles. We are to 

teach them to make good decisions 

when faced with immoral pleasures. 

This even includes in teaching them 

how to have a respectful and successful 

argument over what they believe. We 

must teach them about vision, limits 

and risk taking. Most importantly they 

must understand that they were created 

in the image of the most holy and 

therefore they are to seek to be a in a 

set-apart state every day of their lives. 

When they are older we want them to 

have Shalom Bayit (peace in the house) 

and we must teach them not to engage 

in Lashon Hara (the evil tongue or 

gossip). The danger of the spoken word 

is so appreciated that in Hebrew, 

"word" is the same as "deed." To speak 

an untruth, or even true information 

that is potentially hurtful, is considered 

as if you had physically done 

something destructive. The rabbis are 

so concerned with gossip that it is 

javascript:NewWin600('/common/glossary/gl_89.shtml');
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       Morals and Values (Continued)

considered as dangerous to hear it as it 

is to repeat it.  

Needless to say, teaching values to our 

children is a daunting task. It requires 

of us open communication, our own 

continuing education, and leading or 

teaching by example. Scriptural values 

are neither static nor proscribed. They 

are the values of the Israelite or 

Hebrew history and text, 

contextualized and made relevant by 

our own lives and the choices we 

make. And while the task is daunting, 

we have the spirit and the sacrifice of 

our Messiah to encourage us.  

Judaism has created a three-pointed 

foundation for the teaching of values, 

that we might benefit from in 

understanding and learning. The 

points are Torah study, spiritual 

community, and ritual practice. They 

believe that by engaging, at some 

level, with all three, a person has the 

strongest foundation for teaching 

those values to the next generation. 

Each of these points is intended to 

inform a parent's choices and 

understandings about her or his own 

life, and therein sets the stage for the 

dialog with the children.  

                                                     

 

 

                     I NEED YOU! 
 

Poem written and submitted by 

Sister Jan Hagg 

 

 

Like The parched land, 

Needs the gentle soaking rain, 

I need your Spirit, His refreshing 
showers, To quench my spiritual 
thirst. Like a chick facing danger, 
Nestles under it mother's wings, 

When the storm rages, I need you, 
To cover me with your feathers. 

Like a wounded lamb, Is carried by 
the shepherd, When I'm too weak 
to walk, I need you, To carry me 

through.  Without you I am weak, 
Lacking wisdom, Defenseless, I 
need you, To be my all in all! 

 

 Conference Calling at S.A.Y.

 
If you are not able to join our live 

Sabbath Services via the internet, you 

may choose to do so via phone 

conferencing. 

 

Call us or e-mail us to find out how 

you may be able to join us through 

phone conferencing absolutely free.  

Scriptural Calendar   
2009 

 
The 4

th
 Month of the Scriptural Calendar 

was seen by many brethren throughout 
the US and abroad on June 23, 2009. 
Below are the projected New Moons for 
the rest of this year and 2010. In 
addition we have noted the remaining 
Feasts and their projected dates: 
 

Moons   Projected   Seen On/Declared     

1           3/26/09             3/26/09               

 2           4/25/09             4/25/09                

 3         5/25/09             5/25/09                 

 4          6/23/09              6/23/09                 

5           7/23/09  

 6            8/21 or 8/22 

 7           9/20/09 

 8          10/19 or 10/20 

 9          11/18/09 

 10        12/18 or 12/19 

 11        1/16/2010 

 12         2/15/09 
 

Feast Days 
   

Passover: April 10 

Unleavened Bread: April 11-17 

Pentecost: May 31 

Trumpets: September 21 

Atonement: September 30 

Tabernacles: October 5-11 

Last Great Day-October 12 

 

             More Bible Facts 

Last word in 
the Bible:  

Amen (Rev. 22:21)  

Longest word 
(and name): 

Mahershalalhashbaz 
(Isaiah 8:1) 

Shortest 
verse: 

John 11:35 (2 
words: ñYahshua 
weptò) 

Longest verse: Esther 8:9  

Shortest book 
(number of 
words): 

3 John  

Longest book: Psalms (150 
chapters) 

Middle books: Micah and Nahum 

Number of 
times the title 
ñElohimò 
appears: 

3,358 (It appears in 
every book except 
Esther and Song of 
Solomon.) 

Number of 
times the 
Name 
ñYHWHò 
appears: 

 
7,736 

Number of 
languages the 
Bible has been 
translated into: 

More than 1,200 (as 
of 2001) 

Number of About 168,000 per 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.elpasoteller911.org/files/cell_phone.png&imgrefurl=http://www.elpasoteller911.org/pages/early_warning.html&usg=__RccUPktSc6tij6JSyddlqNdg1q4=&h=489&w=311&sz=131&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=mZwqd1B9YKeCMM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=83&prev=/images?q=cell+phone&gbv=2&hl=en
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/amen.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/rev22.html#21
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/maher-shalal-hash-baz.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/isa8.html#1
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/john11.html#35
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/est8.html#9
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/3john1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/psa1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/micah1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/nahum1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/est1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/song1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/song1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/bible/song1.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/lord.html
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  Through the Eyes of a Child 

            By Jared Leys (age 19) 

 

 

 First to the youth in the faith, 

then to the adults in the faith, and then to 

anyone else remaining.  The days have 

grown dark and love has grown cold.  

The fire that is salvation seems to burn 

dimly at the mystery that no longer holds 

our empathy.  Instead, we have apathy.  

We donôt care if the world is turned 

upside down, not ever understanding 

what is right.  The world doesnôt care, 

and we donôt care that the world doesnôt 

care.  Because it will all end tomorrow; it 

will end on a day like this one.  But if 

that is so, then our apathy is our death.  

However, there is still hope in our Father, 

because he does not call us his children in 

vain. 

 Paul tells us that as we grow, we 

put childish ways behind us (1Cor. 

13:11).  And yet as sons and daughters of 

our Father Yahweh, we are not yet 

spiritually grown.  In our flesh, we have 

grown and learned to do what is right by 

the ways of the world.  Yet in spirit, we 

remain almost as infants, though we do 

need to grow up. 

 So then how shall we grow up in 

spirit?  First, we must realize and 

understand that we are children.  And not 

only are we children at first, but even 

infants in spirit.  And because of this the 

disciple Peter wrote about our first step in 

growth.  He tells us to give up 

wickedness, as newborn babes, and long 

for spiritual milk that is without guile 

(1Pe. 2:1-2).   

 

 

  

 

 And this milk, by which we may 

grow unto salvation, is not hard.  

In fact, it has already been given 

to most of us, even when we 

were young in flesh.  Paul 

advises Timothy about this very 

thing when he writes, ñBut as for 

you, continue in what you have 

learned and become convinced 

of, because you know those from 

whom you have learned it, and 

how from infancy, you have 

known the holy Scriptures, which 

are able to make you wise for 

salvationò (2Ti. 3:14-15, NIV).  

For most of us, we should 

already have this milk, and it 

should be easy to digest, so that 

we may be ready to move on to 

solid food.  But first, we need to 

be ready to see this solid food, 

and we have to be prepared for 

what it means. 

 Do you remember what 

it is like to be a little kid?  Do 

you recall that sense of wonder 

with which you saw the world 

and everything in it?  Even food 

was a mystery, and it tasted so 

much better.   

  

 

Everything about life was wonderful 

and new, and it was love just because 

it was alive.  Likewise should be our 

growth in spirit.  Remember to burn at 

the mysteries of our Father, and find 

the spiritual food he gives to be tasty 

and new, even if you have eaten if 

before.  And from there, find as much 

spiritual food as you can, learning 

what tastes good and is straight from 

our Fatherôs hand.  If it does not taste 

good, and yet it is surely from our 

Father, swallow and grow, and learn 

why it is good for you.  If it does not 

taste good, and you cannot see how it 

is from our Father, spit it out.  But 

always, no matter what the 

circumstances, look as a child at the 

world spinning around you.  We are 

growing up, and if we become 

apathetic, we will fail to learn what is 

necessary to become adults. 
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                The Rabbi£s Corner 
                            Eliyahu Cohan  
  
   Eliyahu Cohan is a Levitical Priest that was once a member of the Sanhedrin in modern  
Israel, until he became a believer in Messiah. Upon declaring his belief in Yahshua Messiah,  
he was immediately expelled from Israel; he now resides in Dallas, Texas. Although he ðwritesñ 
the Divine Name as YHVH, he ðpronouncesñ it in the most common form, îYahweh!ï  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

BLESSINGS AND CURSES 

PART I  

 

In our study this week, individualality, 

whether in righteousness or disobedience 

is not a factor.  The account of the 

blessings and the curses on Mt Grizim 

and Mt Eival, and the 98 curses of the 

ñTochahcha,ò the rebuke, are addressed 

to our people as a body politic, as a single 

united entity, a nation.  The immunity of 

the bond of Torah to the forces of 

separation indicated that a person of 

Israelôs connection to his people is 

spiritual rather than physical.  A principle 

of unity that is based on a common soul 

is not easy to dissolve.  How does one 

distance himself from his soul? 

 

Remember, Israel is YAHôs firstborn son.  

Israel is the light of the world.  Israel is 

salvation among us.  We Israel are among 

the world.  Yehshuaôs prayer is that we 

are in  the world and not of the world.  

Truthfully, the existence of this unique 

spiritual quality of a common soul (one 

body) makes us óchosenô. It is essential 

that all our people recognize and 

understand this unique spiritual quality of 

a common soul inherent in ourselves. 

 

The curses are not to be understood as 

punishments.   All the suffering predicted 

in the ñTochachaò reflect the fact that we, 

as Israel, differ spiritually from the rest of 

mankind. The sort of lifestyle (value-

system) that is appropriate for other 

people is so inappropriate for us. 

 

We are primarily spiritual, we need a 

Torah life style not only to point the way 

to Messiah, but because it is the only sort 

of life that suits us.  We inevitably suffer 

when we attempt to live as others do.  

The pattern was set up long ago during 

the very first exile of our people in the 

land of Egypt, see Ex. 1:12.   

 

 

 

 

  

  Torah teaches curses and 

blessings in order to emphasize the 

grave importance of acting with 

holiness (set-apartness) and 

thereby maintaining YAHôs 

presence in our midst.  The 

blessings and curses are provided 

as a reminder of our covenantal 

standing and obligation, 

reinforcing our commitment to a 

covenant rooted in action.  Look at 

our deeds both as signs of our 

covenantal relationship and as 

active agents of change in our 

surroundings. 

  

In shoftim (Judges) 14:14 we find 

a riddle that conveys the impact of 

the experience that teaches how 

Shimshon was intrigued by the 

phenomenon of an object 

becoming its opposite.  Reality 

seems more fluid than fixed. 

 

That sense of impermanence is 

imbedded in the very language of 

our scripture; Biblical Hebrew 

contains a small number of words 

that bear antithetical meanings. 

  

The words are more than 

homonyms with dissimilar 

meanings like bear (to carry) and 

bear (the animal) their meanings 

are diametrically opposed to each 

other.  In English, homonyms 

usually derive fortuitously from 

different origins, whereas, in 

Biblical Hebrew the polarity of 

meanings seems to inhere by 

design in one and the same word.  

Like Shimshonôs lion, the word 

morphs into its opposite. 

 

It is the appearance of such a 

Hebrew homonym in our parashah 

that prompts me to guide you down 

an arcane philological path, 

because in this instance a deep  

worldview is built into the structure of the 

language.  We read in Dôvarim (Deut.) 

26:14, ñI have not eaten of it (the tithe) 

while in mourning ïve-oni-éò As Jeffrey 

Tigay explains in his commentary on 

Dôvarim, the poor-tithe are no less sacred 

than that which was to be brought to the 

sanctuary.  Both belong to Elohim and 

hence had to be kept spiritually pure. 

  

Allow me to direct your attention to the 

word for mourning ñoniò. The exact same 

word in other contexts means strength as in 

Yaôakovs reference to Reuben, his first-

born ñthe first fruit of my vigor (reshit 

oni)ò in Bereshit (Gen.) 49:3. 

 

On occasion, these two meanings of oni 

may even converge in a double entendre.  

Rachel expires tragically as she gives birth 

to Benjamin in Bereshit 35:18, which 

could be translated with equal validity as 

ñson of my sufferingò or ñson of my 

strength.ò The polarity of meanings gives 

rise to a dialectic that mirrors the 

complexity of life itself. 

  

Another homonym from last weekôs 

parashah is ñkadoshò (holy) which can also 

at times mean unholy.  In this way torah 

forbids the mixing of different crops in the 

same field (kilôayim) in Dôvarim 22:9.  

 

The verb for ñmay not be usedò is a form 

of kadosh-pen tikdash- meaning literally, 

unholy.  To intermingle crops defiles the 

produce making it unusable and therefore 

to be destroyed. 

 

 

 

Part II on next issueé. 
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                                                   Congratulations to    

                                                   Barry and Melissa  

                                                   Wittrock who were   

                                                    married on the 8
th
  

                                                    Day of the Second  

                                                    Scriptural Month  

                                                    in Rolla Mo. The  

                                                   wedding was  

                                                   officiated by Elder  

                                                   Hector Castillo.   

                                                   

PEOPLE OF YAH    HAPPENINGS & EVENTS 
 
   The Feast of Pentecost was celebrated at S.A.Y. on 

the 6
th
 day of the 3

rd
 month. Some brethren drove 

long distances to attend this blessed occasion.   

 
 

The Avalos family offering a praise of Music 

 

 
 

Michael and James offering a song. 

 

 

 
 

The flock rejoicing before Yahweh! 

 

 

 
 

There were many kids in attendance! 

On the 19
th
 day of  the 3

rd
 Scriptural Month, Bishop 

Peter Kihara and his wife Grace, blessed us with a 

presentation about the work that Yahweh is doing 

in Kenya through the assembly of Yahweh 7
th
 day. 

Let us keep them in our prayers! 

 

 

Congratulations to the Coover family 

who added to their tribe by adopting a 

little girl, Yahladah, on the 5
th
 day of the 

Second Scriptural Month. 
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FUN FOR THE KIDS  
 

 
  

                                                     Color me fun! 

 
On the Fifth day, Yahweh made the birds in the sky and the fish in the ocean. 

 

 

                                    BIBLE WORD SEARCH                                                              DO-AT-HOME PROJECT 

 
        authors, bible, books, chapters, guide, inspired, learn, letters, red, 

        memorize, parables, promises, read, story, teaching, testament, 

Funny things kids say: 

 

After putting her children to bed, a mother changed 

into old slacks and a droopy blouse and proceeded 

to wash her hair. As she heard the children getting 

more and more rambunctious, her patience grew 

thin.  At last she threw a towel around her head and 

stormed into their room, putting them back to bed 

with stern warnings.  As she left the room, she 

heard her three-year-old say with a trembling 

voice, "Who was that?" 

I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her 

colors yet, so I decided to test her.  I would point 

out something and ask what color it was. She 

would tell me, and always she was correct. But it 

was fun for me, so I continued.  At last she headed 

for the door, saying sagely, "Grandma, I think you 

should try to figure out some of these yourself!" 

One summer evening during a violent 

thunderstorm a mother was tucking her small boy 

into bed. She was about to turn off the light when 

he asked with a tremor in his voice, "Mommy, will 

you sleep with me tonight?"     The mother smiled 

and gave him a reassuring hug. "I can't, dear," she 

said. "I have to sleep in Daddy's room."     A long 

silence was broken at last by his shaky little voice: 
"The big sissy." 

 

 

 

 

Recently my daughter and I purchased some craft 

paints at a garage sale. Some of the paints are for 

painting on glass. I suggested painting a glass for 

each member of the family with their names on it 

and whatever she wanted to paint, such as flowers, 

a design, etc.  

 

All you need is a few different colors of paint 

(especially made for glass so it does not wash off) 

and some different kinds of glasses from your 

kitchen. You can also pick up many kinds of 

glassware at rummage sales or your local Goodwill 

store.  

 

This would also make a nice gift for someone.  

You could write a scripture verse on the glass with 

some pretty flowers or something.  Be creative! 

 

One example is ñMy cup runneth overéò   �-  


